
JOB AID FOR USING A SCRIPT TO DISPLAY ERROR MESSAGE FOR NULL CRITERIA
Scenario:  You want to prevent admins from running a report without entering any criteria in one or more search fields. Current behavior shows a warning to the admin, but the person can acknowledge the warning and run the report anyway. 

Figure 1 displays the desired result for the report.  An admin sees this output if s/he does not enter any criteria in a specific report parameter (in this case, User Search).
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Figure 1. Message Displayed to Admin if No Criteria is Entered
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Also see UserLearningHistory as an example of multiple tables where visibility/display is determined by report parameters. Or click here to download the job aid on conditional visibility (in PowerPoint).
Background Information on Scripts
Scripts can be used to govern actions of the report at runtime. One way to use the script is select from one of two tables – one table shows results if A is true and one table shows results if B is true.
Sample Script
This brief job aid does not teach you to write a script. But you can re-use an existing script and edit it to work for you. The annotated script shown on the next page should help with a sample. 
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	try

{

if (BirtComp.equalTo(params["CompletedAssessmentProcess"], null)) 

{

reportContext.getReportRunnable().designHandle.getDesignHandle().findElement("User").drop();

}

else

{

reportContext.getReportRunnable().designHandle.getDesignHandle().findElement("Error").drop();

}

}

catch(err)

{

reportContext.getReportRunnable().designHandle.getDesignHandle().findElement("User").drop();

}


For a sample to see how this works, download the rptdesign file for AccountData_ErrorMessage_if_Null.
Steps to modify an existing report to use this script and error message:

1. Open a report that currently runs successfully in the Plateau application – start with a simple report until you are confident that the script works successfully.

2. Select the table in the Layout pane and locate its name in the Property Editor – Table tab > General > Name. 
3. If there is no entry in this field, then provide a name now, as shown in Figure 2 – notice the suggested practice for naming the table with the name of its bound data set.
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Figure 2. Name Field for the Table 

4. Add the script at the report level, before factory (meaning that the script will execute before anything else happens).
5. Review the script after adding it, shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3. View Existing Script from Outline View > report-level  properties > Scripts  
Current report parameter name in purple – CompletedAssessmentProcess. Null indicates that the admin entered no value. Enter the name of your report parameter here.





The existing table name to display if criteria IS entered is shown in green – User. Drop means that this table will not be displayed if no criteria is entered. Create your own table and replace its name here.





The element to display if criteria IS NOT entered is shown in red – User. Create your own table or label and replace its name here. NOTE: This script does not work with the grid element – so use a table or label.
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